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Our Heroes Forever47 Years of 
The Burman 

News
 Sadly, and with a 
heavy heart, the time 
has come for me to 
end my involvement in 
publishing the newsletter, 
The Burman News. I 
say my involvement, 
because I expect that 
the Proud Descendants 
are not going to let the 

newsletter just die. Proud Descendant, Sheila Fredrickson 
has already expressed her willingness to continue it in 
some form that is yet to be decided. It is intended that at 
this year’s reunion Board meeting the Proud Descendants 
officers will decide on the form the new PD newsletter 
will take and will probably send a notice to all members. 
The notice will ask for your name and address and if you 
can electronically receive the newsletter, or if you need to 
receive a hard copy.
 The newsletter started as two sheets by Tony Colombo 
in 1977. In 1980 it became a small 10-page booklet, and 
in 1981, it became a newspaper. In 1983, Ray Lyons be-
came Executive Secretary and Editor of the newsletter 
and published it in a more permanent style as a 9x12" 
semi-gloss, eight-page, mailable tri-fold. In 1992, it was 
reduced in size to the standard 8.5 x11" I became Editor 
in 2004, and with the help of Sheila Fredrickson pub-
lished it in color in November 2012.
 The ten years that I had the pleasure of editing the 
Burman News has been a terrific experience, it has 
enriched my life, for I have communicated with many 
wonderful people that I would never have gotten to know. 
Ending the newsletter will leave a void, but age has taken 
its toll and dictates that it is time to stop. 
 Although the newsletter goes out to just a list of names, 
I really feel that it is more than that, for each name rep-
resents a friend that has enriched my life. Again I wish 
to thank each and every one of you for you dedicated 
help with your support and donations. For the Proud De-
scendants, for having the same character as our Burma 
Heroes and keeping their memory alive.
 Thank you and God bless you.

— Editor, Historian, Robert E. Passanisi

Robert “Bob” Passanisi

PFC. BERNARD L. BROWN, 5307/475/2/G, 
From grandson Mike Bronakoski, Final Roll 
Call, March 6, 2014.

PVT. DONALD J. FRAZIER, 5307/1/C, 
WCT,  From granddaughter Suzanne Earl, 
Final Roll Call February 6, 2014.

SGT. DONALD D. HESS, 5307/2/E BCT, 
From Rudy Binter, Final Roll Call June 3, 
2009.

CAPT. JAMES E. T. HOPKINS, 5307/3/
MED. DET. SURGEON, From Nephew Sam 
Hopkins, Final Roll Call, June 16, 2014.

M/SGT. ROY MATSUMOTO, 5307/2/HQ 
BCT, From Daughter Karen Matsumoto, Final 
Roll Call, April 21, 2014.

SGT. BERNARD TELLER, 5307/475/1/ 
MED, From son Gary, Final Roll Call, 
February 16, 1989.

PFC. ALBERT P. THOMASSON, 
5307/475/3/L, From son Wayne, Final Roll 
Call, February 11, 2014.

Memorial Day because he recalled the horror of 
Burma and memory of his buddies that weren’t as 
“lucky” as he was.
 I pledge to never forget what my father endured 
and the sacrifices made by every Marauder and mili-
tary person who served our country.
 My thanks to you Marauders and Descendants who 
have suffered. You are what made this country great.
 God Bless, and see you in Milwaukee.

— Bob Menta, Pres. MMPD

(Menta, continued from page 6)
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Merrill’s Marauders             Proud Descendants                
 Trucker’s Hats   Trucker’s Hats 
 $18.00    $18.00 
 
 
 

 Obverse Reverse 
Merrill’s Marauders 

Challenge Coin 
2 inches by 0.2 inches, solid nickel $15.00 

  

Merrill’s Marauders 
Shoulder Patches 
Made in the same 

manner as they were 
made in 1944 India 

$5.95 

Marauder      Combat Infantry Badge           Ranger  
    Crest Full Size   Crest 
 $5.95  $13.95 $5.95 

THE WAR DIARY OF THE 5307TH 
Composite Unit Provisional 

  By Capt. John Jones 

New version of Capt. Jones’ Diary, 8X10, Soft 
cover, 140p. photos, maps and index, ....... $15.00  

-All prices include shipping and handling .  
  

 

Full size Bronze Star Medal $19.95 
Full size Purple Heart Medal $31.95 

Unit Citation $6.95 
  

 MERRILL’S MARAUDERS  WAR IN BURMA 
 Vol. I, Third edition, by MM Association, 8X10, Soft 
cover, maps, photos, names listed in GO 3 & 5..$10.00 

HELL ON LAND DISASTER AT SEA, 
By Fred Randale, 9.5 X 5.5, Hard cover. Maps, photos, 
140 pages, $12.00 

 MERRILL’S MARAUDERS  
DANGEROUS MISSION 

The History Channel Video, 45 minutes, $24.95. 
APPROACH TO MYITKYINA 

DVD of 27 minutes of the only known  
Marauders combat film.  $9.00 

MERRILL’S MARAUDERS WAR IN BURMA 
210 min. DVD copy of the two taps set. 

Their stories told by the men that lived it. $19.95 
  

 
 

 
 

Type A Type B

Order books and memorabilia from:  Historian, Robert E. Passanisi, 111 Kramer Drive, Lindenhurst, NY 11757


